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Of course we were rather substantial, and pur wings d seem too thin and small to sustain us satisfactorily. C*iie girl took hers off in the dressing-room and remarked Contemptuously that "they couldn't lift her cat even! "
But another, who was dictatorial and also- of a suspi-crlous nature, answered savagely: " You don't know noth-i*ig" about wings — and you haven't got no cat, nohow, ELtad you know it — so shut up!" and the conversation Closed.
_In our second costume we were frankly human. We still wore dancing skirts, but we were in colors, and we tia.d, of course, shed our wings — nasty, scratchy things "they were, I remember. Then for the drill and march we "vvore the regular Fire Zouave uniform.
It was all great fun for me — you remember I was not stag^e-struck. Dramatically speaking, I was not yet born
------ I had neither ambition nor fear — I was simply happy
because I was going to earn that, to me, great sum of intioney, and was going to give it to my mother, and I>Ia,nned only what I should say to her, and had no thought at: all of the theatre or anything or any person in it.
The donning of fleshings for the first time is an occasion of anxiety to anyone, man or woman. I, however, sst;pi>roached the subject of tights with an open mind, and Ulanche freely gave me both information and advice. She chilled my blood by describing the mortifying mis-tta.j>s, the dread disasters these garments had brought to tJbiose who failed to understand them. She declared them t:o be tricky, unreliable, and malicious in the extreme.
** There's just one way to succeed with 'em/' she said, ** an.d that's by bullying 'em. Show you're afraid and "tjhey will slip and twist and wrinkle down and make you sau perfect laughing-stock. You must take your time, you Icxiow, at first, and fit 'em on very carefully and smoothly O"ver your feet and ankles and up over your knees. See trtmat they are nice and straight or you'll look as if you 'were walking on corkscrews, but after that bully 'em — and pull and drag 'em, and when you have 'em drawn